Letter From the Editors: Nov. 14-20, 2016
A Week of Bewilderment, Befuddlement, Bemusement.
Nothing can be taken for granted these days, it seems. Not after Brexit and Trump. The world is still processing – reeling over – Donald’s
unexpected victory in the US presidential election. Experts are nervously contemplating the consequences of what appears to be a nascent
era of populist backlash against establishment political figures, attitudes and institutions – and perhaps even more broadly, modernity. Whatever new era might be dawning, it will certainly be one of political and
general uncertainty.
Russia is not immune to surprising developments, it turns out. The
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of-the-night arrest of Russian Economic Development Minister Aleksei
Ulyukayev, who was allegedly caught accepting a bribe from Rosneft for
giving a “positive assessment that allowed Rosneft to purchase a controlA Publication of East View Information Services
ling stake in Bashneft.” There are many eyebrow-raising elements to the
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Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, Ulyukayev’s boss, only learned of the
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impending arrest the day before. The list of baffling aspects of the arrest
goes on. Although not calling the charges patently false or a provocation
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Andrei Kolesnikov says the arrest sends a wake-up call to the
elite ahead of the 2018 presidential election. The Stalinesque arrest of
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a top government official is sure to inspire the “loyalty of fear,” as Eva
Print $200 Online $195 Print+Online $230
Hartog and Mikhail Fishman put it. The arrest also bolsters Putin’s image as a corruption crusader, and reeling in a big fish before the 2018
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strategy. With Putin, everything is ad hoc. So could Ulyukayev’s arrest
be a shoot-from-the-hip solution to a political issue?
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positionist and one-time Moscow mayoral candidate Aleksei Navalny in
a 2013 embezzlement case. The decision enables him to run for elected
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picion. Some suspect that the Kremlin may actually need its bitter foe to
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ing for Russia without Putin. What awaits the elite amid the surging
tide of populism and antiestablishment sentiment? Should Putin himself
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